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IFP REACTION TO SWISS SUPREME COURT RULING 
 
The International Federation of Poker (IFP) has issued its response to the news from 
Switzerland, that the Swiss Supreme Court has now declared poker a “game of luck” making 
hundreds of private games across the country illegal. It overrules an earlier decision by the 
Swiss lower court which had ruled Texas hold’em was a skill game.  
 
Speaking on behalf of the IFP and its 25 member nations, IFP President Anthony Holden 
said:  
 
"This is yet another example of misguided poker thinking by courts and judges who simply 
do not understand the game - i.e. that poker is a 'mind-sport' of strategic skill far more than 
luck. 
     
“The same has happened in various US states, at the very moment when America's 
repressive Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act comes into force. If poker-players 
and admirers just stand by and watch this happen, we are conceding our rights to external 
forces who still think poker is a remnant of the old Wild West, rather than the clean, 
regulated, skilful 'mind-sport' all current poker-players know and love. 
 
Holden continued: 
 
“For a year and more, IFP has been working towards international acceptance of poker as a 
game of skill, with significant results. 
 
“In April of this year poker was accepted as a 'mind-sport' by the International Mind Sports 
Association, recognised by the International Olympic Committee, which puts it on a par with 
chess and bridge as a game of skill. Poker has been invited by SportAccord, the general 
assembly of 150 international sports federations, to take part in next year's World Mind 
Games in China. 
 
“In the Library of our website - IFPoker.org - are numerous academic studies demonstrating 
beyond doubt that skill plays a much larger role than luck in poker. 
 
“We at IFP will continue this battle on behalf of the poker community. I urge you all to rally to 
our support. Do not allow our skilful 'mind-sport' to be hijacked and repressed by ignorant 
legislators. We must persuade governments and courts throughout the world to separate it 
off from mere gambling.” 
 
For more details contact the IFP at either of the following email addresses: 
enquiries@ifpoker.org or editor@ifpoker.org. 
 
 
 
 
ENDS 
 
 
About the International Federation of Poker: 



 
Founded on April 29, 2009 as a global governing body for poker - a non-profit federation 
based on the same legal criteria and principles as those of other mainstream sports - 
the International Federation of Poker (IFP) was established in Lausanne, Switzerland, a 
venue symbolizing international sports cooperation. 
 
The IFP serves as the governing body to which National Poker Federations can affiliate. Its 
goal is the promotion of poker as a Mind Sport played without any discrimination as to race, 
sex or creed. 
As well as organising major international tournaments, both team and individual, the IFP will 
be working to standardize tournament rules, as well as compiling international rankings 
alongside each member-nation’s own national rankings.  
 
The IFP will also draw together all the arguments, evidence and testimony gathered around 
the world by national federations or their equivalents which have been called upon to contest 
restrictive laws or punitive taxation. A series of academic and legal studies can be found in 
the IFP Library. 
 
Above all, IFP will be working to demonstrate that poker is a Mind Sport of strategic skill, not 
a mere game of chance, and so to win it exemption from gambling legislation throughout the 
world. 
 
 
Links: 
 
More details about the IFP can be found on their website: www.ifpoker.org 
 
The IFP currently has 24 member nations, details of which can be found here: 
http://www.ifpoker.org/members 
 
Details of the IFP Executive Board can be found here: http://www.ifpoker.org/executive-
board 
 
Details of the IFP Advisory Board, members of which include former World Champions 
Doyle Brunson, Tom McEvoy and Peter Eastgate, can be found here: 
http://www.ifpoker.org/advisory-board 
 
The IFP Library, detailing numerous academic studies examining “Skill vs Luck” can be 
found here: http://www.ifpoker.org/library 
 
Details of the International Mind Sport Association, of which the IFP is a member, can be 
found on their website: http://www.imsaworld.com 
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