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Gambling Commission launches major consultation on 
licensing and regulation of gambling 
 
 

The Gambling Commission – the new independent watchdog for gambling in Britain – has 

today published its draft Statement of Principles for consultation.  
 

The document sets out the high-level values and principles which will govern the manner in 

which the Commission will regulate gambling under the Gambling Act 2005.  Among the 

issues it addresses are: 

 

• the measures the Commission should take to keep crime out of gambling 

• the ways in which the Commission can ensure gambling is fair and open 

• the measures that gambling operators should take to prevent children and young people 

from gambling 

• the restrictions that can be used to prevent children gambling online 

• the measures that gambling operators should take to protect vulnerable people. 

 

Gambling Commission Chairman Peter Dean said:  “The Gambling Act 2005 will come fully 

into force by September 2007.  It tasks the Commission with implementing and overseeing a 

rigorous new regulatory regime for commercial gambling in Britain.   

 

“We will be setting new conditions under which licences are granted to gambling operators 

and staff and issuing new codes of practice, and we will have legal powers to monitor the 

industry and to prosecute illegal gambling.  
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“The Commission’s aims are to keep crime out of gambling, to make sure it is conducted fairly 

and openly, and to protect children and vulnerable people. Our Statement of Principles 

outlines the broad approach we intend to take to pursue these aims.  

 

“We welcome and strongly encourage feedback and comments on the issues raised in the 

document. We will be actively consulting with the gambling industry, government bodies, 

charities dealing with problem gambling, consumer organisations, faith groups and with 

members of the public to ensure our approach is proportionate, fair and effective.” 

 

The Statement of Principles is the first document to be launched by the Commission as part of 

a major consultation process which will continue next year with the publication of draft 

licensing conditions and codes of practice which will affect the industry in future.  

 

A copy of the Statement of Principles is available to download from the Commission’s website 

at www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk. Users can register online to receive further information 

from the Commission over the coming months.  

 

- ends -  

 
 
 
Notes to editors 
 
For further information or to request an interview with Peter Dean please contact Jo O’Driscoll on 020 
7306 6265 or 07802 181249, email j.odriscoll@gamblingcommission.gov.uk. 
 
The closing date for comments on the Statement of Principles is Friday January 27 2006. Comments 
should be sent to consultation@gamblingcommission.gov.uk, or by post to:  
 

Consultation Coordinator 
Gambling Commission 
Berkshire House 
168-173 High Holborn 
LONDON WC1V 7AA 

 
The Commission is carrying out the consultation exercise in accordance with the Cabinet Office Code 
of Practice on Consultation. The complete code is available on the Cabinet Office website: 
www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/regulation/consultation.  
 
The Gambling Commission regulates gambling in the public interest. It does so by keeping crime out of 
gambling, by ensuring that gambling is conducted fairly and openly, and by protecting children and 
vulnerable people. The Commission also provides independent advice to government on gambling in 
Britain. 
 
www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk 


